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This infringement update is the 37th in a series of narratives focusing on identifying infringement hot-spots 
in the UK. 

A Restricted Area (Temporary) also known as a RA(T), is a temporary airspace structure established under 
article 239 of the Air Navigation Order (ANO) 2016 to ensure the safety of participants or attendees during 
specific events/activities or for reasons of National Defence or any other reason affecting the public interest. 

A RA(T) will always be designed to restrict aircraft using the minimum amount of airspace to achieve this 
aim. Whilst most are areas of specified radius, some RA(T)s can be more complex in shape. 
Some examples of events/activities where a RA(T) may be established include: 

 Airshows 
 Air Racing 
 Flypasts 
 Festivals 
 Specific Helicopter Flights 

As a RA(T) is specific to individual locations and event, an airshow with slower participants displaying at 
lower altitudes will have a smaller RA(T) than one which has, for example, a fast jet display carrying out high 
energy manoeuvres. This affords the aircraft engaged in display manoeuvres protection from unknown 
traffic but does not restrict transit traffic through the area disproportionately. Due to manoeuvres 
associated with displaying a large formation team (such as the Red Arrows), shorter, individual displays, 
although part of the bigger event, require a larger volume of restricted airspace. 

In 2022, 115 RA(T)s were established under article 239 of the ANO 2016. 

A RA(T) can be promulgated in three combinations: 

1. NOTAM and Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC), 
2. NOTAM and Briefing Sheet, or 
3. NOTAM. 

All RA(T)’s will be included in the NATS AIS Information line recording. 

In each case, a J-series NOTAM will be published detailing the date, time, and dimensions of the RA(T). The 
NOTAM will reference the relevant AIC or briefing sheet, providing more information and when applicable, a 
chart depicting the RA(T) to help pilots visualise the restrictions in place. It is therefore important to ensure a 
thorough NOTAM brief is carried out prior to every flight and that you take into consideration any J-series 
NOTAMs that may affect your route; this brief should also refer to addition documents references in the 
NOTAM. Valid NOTAMs can be viewed on the NATS AIS website. 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://nats-uk.ead-it.com/cms-nats/opencms/en/home/
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Figure 1 relates to the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) 2022: 

Figure 1 NOTAM J2057_22 

Figure 1 notifies you of the RIAT RA(T) in place from 13 July 2022 to 17 July 2022 during the hours of 0800 
and 1800 UTC daily, comprising of 2 areas (one from Surface to FL65 and one from Surface to FL85). The 
NOTAM references AIC M062/2022 which has a graphical representation of the area in the most current 
aeronautical chart. For further guidance on decoding NOTAMs, please refer to the Online Tutorial: Notices to 
Aviation. 

  

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://infringements.caa.co.uk/tutorial/notices-to-aviation-notam/
https://infringements.caa.co.uk/tutorial/notices-to-aviation-notam/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-1-notam-j2057_22/
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NOTAM and Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 

If time permits, an AIC is published in addition to a NOTAM to add explanation or emphasis on matters of 
safety or operational significance. UK Airspace Restrictions imposed in accordance with the Temporary 
Restrictions of Flying Regulations will be notified through the issue of a Mauve AIC. 

All AICs can be found on the NATS AIS Website under the ‘Publications’ tab (see Figure 2) and selecting 
‘Aeronautical Information Circulars (AICs)’. From there, you can view all the AIC categories (see Figure 3). 

Figure 2: NATS AIS AIC tab 

 Figure 3 Index of AICs from NATS AIS Website 

Each AIC issued has its own identification. An AIC relating to a RA(T) will be identified by the letter ‘M‘ to 
signify the AIC is within the Mauve category, followed by three numbers and the year the AIC is effective. 
This identification will be referenced in the corresponding NOTAM to assist in your briefing. 
The AIC contains details relating to the time and date that the RA(T) is active as well as the dimensions, 
restrictions to aircraft, who to request permission from in order to enter the RA(T) and a visual depiction on 
a chart (see Figure 5) to provide a clearer notification of the activity. 

All AICs follow a 28 working days publishing schedule and a minimum of 90 days’ notice is required for 
temporary airspace restrictions requests made to CAA Airspace Regulation (AR). 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-2-aic-tab-on-nats-ais-website/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-3-index-of-aics-from-nats-ais-website/
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Figures 4 and 5 below relate to the RA(T) established for the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) 2022 and 
are extracts from AIC M062/2022. 

Figure 4: AIC M062/2022 

Figure 5: AIC M062/2022 Chart extract 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-4-aic-m062_2022/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-5-aic-m062_2022-chart-extract/
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NOTAM and Briefing Sheet 

For complex structures where the AIC 28 working days publishing schedule cannot be met, the CAA AR team 
will aim to issue a Briefing Sheet. Similar to an AIC, the Briefing Sheet will contain details relating to the time 
and date the RA(T) is active, the dimensions, the restrictions to aircraft, who to request permission from in 
order to enter the RA(T) and where applicable a visual depiction of the RA(T) on a chart. 

All briefing sheets can be found on the NATS AIS Website under the ‘Publications’ tab and selecting ‘Briefing 
Sheets’ (See Figure 6). From there you can download the relevant information. Whenever time permits, the 
NOTAM and Briefing Sheet are also announced via the CAA’s Skywise notification platform. 

Figure 6: NATS AIS Briefing Sheets tab 

Specific helicopter flights require a RA(T) to allow the flight to be conducted in a safe operating environment 
and to allow the passengers of the flight to reach their destination in the safest way possible. Due to the 
short notification period of these helicopter flights, a briefing sheet is published for every flight. 

Figures 7 and 8 relate to a RA(T) established for a specific helicopter flight. 

Figure 7: Briefing Sheet extract 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://nats-uk.ead-it.com/cms-nats/opencms/en/home/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-6-briefing-sheets-tab-on-nats-ais-website/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-7-briefing-sheet-extract/
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Figure 8: Briefing Sheet chart extract 

 

Emergency Restriction of Flying Regulations 

In the event of a disaster or major incident occurring on land or sea, within the boundaries of the Scottish or 
London Flight Information Regions, an Emergency Controlling Authority (ECA) may request that an 
Emergency Restriction of Flying (ERF) be made under the ANO 2016. This is done to prohibit flight in the 
vicinity of the incident by aircraft not directly engaged in emergency action and thus ensures the safety of 
life and property, particularly for those working at the scene of the incident or engaged in Search and Rescue 
(SAR) operations. Similar restrictions may also be necessary in the case of an emergency not classed as a 
disaster or major incident. In 2022, 9 ERF were established around the UK. 

When ERF have been brought into force, the notified ECA is the only authority which may grant permission 
for aircraft to be flown within the notified airspace. Subject to overriding considerations of safety, flights by 
aircraft directly associated with the emergency action will be given priority over those seeking to overfly the 
area for any other reason. 

Due to the nature of these restrictions, the means of notification are much more limited; a J series NOTAM 
(Figure 9) will be immediately issued but this serves only to notify pilots in the pre-flight planning phase and 
Air Navigation Service Providers. 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-8-briefing-sheet-chart-extract/
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Figure 9: J Series NOTAM 

To cascade this information, the Distress and Diversion (D&D) cell at Swanwick Centre will broadcast a 
sécurité message on the aircraft emergency frequencies (GUARD) of 121.500MHz and 243.000MHz; air 
traffic service units close to the area will also advise pilots of aircraft on frequency. 

The restriction to airspace will also be promulgated through the NATS AIS Information Line. The information 
on this telephone line will not be sufficient to use solely as briefing material but will be useful in 
supplementing your planning as it will not only provide you with information on planned RA(T) but also on 
any ERF that may have been established since your last briefing. Two numbers are available as follows: 

 08085-354802; or 
 +44(0)1489-887515. 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/figure-9-j-series-notam/
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How to Avoid the Risk of Infringing a RA(T) 

Pre-flight planning 

It is important to plan every flight in detail. Always carry out a NOTAM brief prior to every flight no matter 
how short or local your flight is anticipated to be. When carrying out your NOTAM brief, ensure you study 
the J-Series NOTAMs and also read the relevant Briefing Sheet or AIC that relates to the RA(T), to assist in 
your briefing and provide you with as much information as possible. The NATS AIS Telephone Information 
Line should always be called prior to every flight or individual sector if you are carrying out intermediate 
landings for, rest, fuel, refreshments etc. Although the telephone line is not sufficient to use solely as 
briefing material, it will inform you of any RA(T) established since your briefing including any ERF. 

Always use a VFR Moving Map 

It is recommended to use a VFR Moving Map as part of both your pre-flight route planning and in-flight to 
display the most ‘up to date’ airspace situation. Ensure your device is connected to the internet when 
planning your flight. 

As all RA(T) will be notified by NOTAM, they should appear on VFR Moving Map displays provided that the 
platform is connected to the internet at the time of planning and provided the NOTAM has been issued at 
that time. 

Apply Threat and Error Management (TEM) 

It is essential that you apply effective TEM in your planning and flying. Identify the Threats that will affect 
your flight and have a ‘Plan B’ in case you need to divert or route around airspace. 

It is recommended that you apply the ‘Take 2’ guidance when flying proximate to restricted airspace. In any 
case, when flying in the vicinity of such notified airspace structures, it is essential that a good lookout is 
maintained for other traffic which may be routing around the area. In addition, for air display RA(T), beware 
of participants, including fast-jets and large aircraft or formations holding outside the RA(T) awaiting a 
display slot-time and clearance to ‘run-in’. 

Use the most appropriate Air Traffic Service (ATS) 

During pre-flight planning stages, it is important to plan your Radio Telephony (R/T) for your route. Should 
you require permission to enter the RA(T), obtain the relevant details from the AIC or Briefing Sheet and 
ensure you call on frequency with enough time to obtain a clearance/permission. If you are routing around 
the RA(T), pilots are encouraged to obtain a service from ATC or use a Frequency Monitoring Code (FMC) to 
either prevent infringements or enable their prompt resolution. 

If a pilot is using the most appropriate ATS, should an ERF be established mid-flight, the relevant ATS will 
inform the pilot of the restrictions. 

 

https://airspacesafety.com/hot-spot-narratives/
https://airspacesafety.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ASI-TEM-April-2021.pdf
https://airspacesafety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TAKE2-2022.pdf
https://airspacesafety.com/pre-flight-planning/
https://airspacesafety.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ASI_Squawk_A5_December_2021.pdf
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